178                      The Rise of Russia in Asia

two protocols, and a few notes. In the main treaty each party
pledged to abstain from interference in the affairs of the other party
as well as from acts liable to provoke unrest in the other state; both
parties also pledged resumption of trade relations. In accordance
with the Treaty of Portsmouth of 1905, Japan's fishery rights were
recognized in principle. By the first protocol annexed to the treaty,
Japan pledged the evacuation of Northern Sakhalin by the end of
May, 1925. The second protocol settled Japan's economic privi-
leges in Sakhalin. She obtained approximately 50 per cent of the
oil lands of Sakhalin against payment of the equivalent of 5 to 15
per cent of its yearly output. She further obtained concessions of
coal mines against payment of the equivalent of 5 to 8 per cent of
their yearly output.

By a secret convention Japan pledged not to ratify a "protocol"
of the Great Powers regarding the annexation of the former Rus-
sian Province of Bessarabia by Rumania. The Soviet government
consistently refused to recognize this transfer of territory, and
Japan's support was of considerable value to Litvinov in this con-
nection.11

With the signing of this agreement, Soviet-Japanese relations
entered a new phase, the political significance of which was ap-
parent since the rapprochement developed simultaneously with
the deterioration of Soviet-British and Soviet-American relations.
It seemed that there was emerging a Russo-Japanese political com-
bination aimed against Washington and London,

In these months of 1924-2 5 an anti-British trend in the European
policy of the Soviet Government was gaining strength, while col-
laboration between Russia and Germany was also developing fa-
vorably. The new treaty with Japan marked a stage in the evolu-
tion of anti-British and anti-American tendencies of Soviet policy
in Asia. In China the Russian political line emphasized a program of
"liberation from imperialism," meaning, in the first place, liberation
from Great Britain and the United States.

The significance of the new treaty was stated by the official
l&uestiya of January 22, 1925, as follows: "The present treaty
with Japan, combined with the recent agreement with China, will
strengthen Soviet activities in the Far East and undoubtedly exert
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